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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) O Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 10/20/2006 . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20061 129 



Application/Control Number: 09/986,602 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2616 

DETAILED ACTION 

Examiner submits that Applicants have used broad language, such as 
"configured to," in amended claims 47 (line 9), 49 (line 9), 50 (line 9), 51 (line 9), 52 (line 
9), 53 (line 9) and 54 (line 9), where such language does not require limitations 
following the phrase. As such, Examiner submits that the independent claims 47 and 
49-54, do not require the recited limitations following the phrase "configured to." 
Therefore, the limitations occur after the phrase "configured to" are not considered for 
examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 47 and 49-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable 
by Crosbie, US Patent Application Publication 2002/0085719 A1 . 

Regarding claims 47 and 49-54, Crosbie discloses a Method and system for 
enabling centralized control of wireless local area networks. Crosbie teaches the system 
comprises: 

a network 20, wherein a roaming server using Bluetooth device address 
BD_ADDR (permanent network address), and active member of a piconet address 
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AM_ADDR (temporary network address). In another example, when the system is 
implemented for an IEEE 802.1 1 wireless technology, the Crosbie's system using a 
MAC address (permanent network address), and Association Identifier address AID 
(temporary network address); paragraph [0049] (at least a first communication network 
wherein a respective node communicating via said communication network system is 
identified by its permanent network address and addressable by a temporary network 
address) 

a roaming server 22; see figure 2 (at least one server entity) 
a plurality of access point 24s; see figure 2 (a plurality of agent entities) 
Crosbie teaches that when the device is roaming, the roaming server 22 directs 
the access point 24-2 to establish a relationship or connection 30-2 with the subject 
mobile device 26. The roaming server 22 must have some indication from the access 
point 24-2 that the mobile device 26 is moving within range of that access point 24-2. It 
indicates that the roaming server has a record of the plurality of access points and their 
location in the network 20; paragraph [0041] (each of said at least one server entity 
maintains a record of said plurality of agent entities and their location within the network 
system.) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 55 is allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
A communication network system, comprising: 
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at least a first communication network, wherein a respective node communicating 
via said communication network system is identified by its permanent network address 
and is addressable by a temporary network address; 

at least one server entity; 

a plurality of agent entities, wherein each of said at least one server entities 
maintains a record of said plurality of agent entities and their respective location within 
the network system; 

database means for maintaining a record of said plurality of agent entities and 
their respective location within said communication network system; and 

processing means for selecting a specific one of said plurality of agent entities, 
based on data maintained in said record and a temporary network address of a 
requesting terminal node as recited in claim 55. 

Claims 28-38, 40-46 and 48 are allowed for reasons given in the previous action. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thai D. Hoang whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3184. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 10:00am-6:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Doris To can be reached on (571) 272-7629. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Thai Hoang 

DORIS H. TO 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 




